
 Information for you 

Lung cancer facts and figures 

 
 

Lung cancer is the most common cancer in the world. In the UK, around 44,000 new  

cases are diagnosed each year. In the UK, lung cancer is the second most common  

cancer in men (after prostate cancer), with around 24, 000 new cases diagnosed in 2012.  

More than 20,000 women were diagnosed with lung cancer in 2012, making it the second 

most common cancer in women after breast cancer.  In 2012, almost nine out of ten  

people diagnosed with lung cancer  in the UK were over the age of 60. 
 

What causes lung cancer? 

The link between smoking and lung cancer was established more than 50 years ago.  

It is known that smokers and ex-smokers have a particularly high risk of developing the       

disease: smoking causes more than eight out of ten lung cancers.  
 

The more you smoke, the more likely you are to get lung cancer. But the length of time 

you have been a smoker is most important. As soon as you stop smoking, your risk of 

lung cancer starts to go down. However long you have been smoking, it’s never too late 

to give up.  Exposure to secondhand smoke (breathing in other people's smoke) can  

increase the risk of lung cancer, but there is a greater risk if you smoke yourself.  
 

Around 15-20% of people with lung cancer have never smoked. There are other factors 

that increase the risk of developing lung cancer, for example, exposure to  

chemicals found in the workplace or environment, such as: asbestos, radon, diesel  

exhaust fumes, synthetic fibres and many others.  

 

How many people survive lung cancer? 

Lung cancer survival rates are higher the earlier the cancer is diagnosed. It is one of the 

most difficult cancers to treat and is often diagnosed in very late stages. Because of these 

factors, lung cancer has one of the lowest survival rates of any type of cancer.  

 

The survival rates for lung cancer also depend on the type of lung cancer you have, the 

stage it is diagnosed at and the cancer treatment you have. Your overall health can also 

affect your survival.  
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Overall, of all the people diagnosed with all types of lung cancer in the UK at all stages,  

about 30% of people will live for at least one year after diagnosis. Less than 10% of      

people in the UK diagnosed with lung cancer will live for at least five years. 
 

How many people die from lung cancer? 

More than one in five cancer deaths (22%) in the UK are from lung cancer making it the 

most common cause of cancer death.  In 2012, over 35,000 people died from lung cancer.  
 

Is lung cancer more common in certain areas of the UK? 

In the UK, there is a higher incidence of lung cancer in Scotland and Northern England, 

reflecting the high smoking prevalence, particularly in urban areas.  There is lower         

incidence in Southern England,  the Midlands, Wales and Northern Ireland.  

What is being done to improve lung cancer survival? 

The charity is working with the UK governments to improve the survival rates for lung 

cancer through campaigning for awareness of the symptoms of lung cancer. Lung cancer 

may be curable if it is diagnosed early enough. Getting access to the latest treatments and 

clinical trials may help to improve survival rates and increase the length of time people are 

living with lung cancer. 

 

 

 

GIVING HELP AND HOPE 
The charity has two aims:  

Supporting people living with lung cancer - Working closely with lung cancer nurses, we provide 

information, run lung cancer support groups and offer telephone and online support. Our patient grants 

offer some financial help to people affected by lung cancer.  

Saving lives - We fund lung cancer research, campaign for better  treatment and care for people who 

have lung cancer, and raise awareness of the importance of early diagnosis. Our lung cancer prevention 

work helps people to quit smoking and  encourages young people not to start smoking.  

Call us on 0333 323 7200 (option 2)  

www.roycastle.org 
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